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The New Zealand Grassland Trust was established in 1964 to commemorate people who have 

made significant contributions to grassland farming in New Zealand. The objectives of the 

Trust are to encourage, promote and foster the advancement of grassland farming. This is 

achieved through the granting of study scholarships and the recognition of excellence by way 

of farming and industry awards. 

In 2020/21, as result of the COVID19 lockdowns and the cancelled NZGA conference NZGT 

did not present Farmer Awards, Regional Awards, or the David Scott Award. 

Levy Student Scholarships 

The Levy Scholarships now in collaboration with the T.R. Ellett Agricultural Research Trust 

are awarded to two second year students enrolled for a Bachelor of Agriculture degree, or a 

Bachelor of Applied Science degree in agriculture from both Massey and Lincoln Universities.  

Each scholarship is for $3000 over one year.  The Grassland Trust continues to work 

constructively with the Ellett Trust to encourage the best of our youth into a career that will 

grow and improve the New Zealand grassland industries. The Levy Scholarships were awarded 

to Hamish Day and Holly Beazer from Lincoln University, and Ashleigh Knight and Olivia 

Buick from Massey University. 

 

Derek Woodfield presenting their Levy Scholarship certificates to Hamish Day and Holly 

Beazer 
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Massey University Levy Scholarship winners – on left Ashleigh Knight, and Olivia Buick. 

David Scott Award 

In 2019, the inaugural David Scott Award was presented to Holly Phillips. However, due to 

restricted international travel and cancellation of conferences that Holly had planned to attend 

trustees have agreed to that Holly should use the award funding for publishing a paper from 

her first experiment in an open access journal. The balance of this be used for conference 

registration and attendance at a  NZ Grassland Association meeting. Trustees believe this was 

aligned with the intent of the award to support and encourage young agricultural professionals. 

David Scott’s two daughters have been informed of this decision.  

Trustees have decided that in 2021 two David Scott Awards will be made if travel is possible, 

and if not would consider applications for attendance at NZ conferences. 

 

Ray Brougham Trophy 

This award was instituted in memory of Dr Ray Brougham. His family donated a bronze statue 

of a seed sower and this is awarded annually to a person who has made an outstanding national 

contribution to the New Zealand grassland industry.  

This year, the award was made to Gerald Rys for his contribution to New Zealand science and 

agriculture in his roles as a research scientist, advisor in R&D funding agencies, and more 

recently in providing policy advice, as Principal Science Advisor at MPI since 2012. He has 

been providing science and evidence into policy in resource areas of contaminants, climate 

change, water, forage, land use, nutrients, soils, precision agriculture, and extension and 

adoption. He has also provided advice on policies for national science particularly MBIE 

including National Statement of Science Investment, new contestable funds, CRI core funding, 

funding for databases and collections, National Science Challenges particularly Our Land and 

Water, Regional Research Initiative, and proposal evaluator Endeavour Fund MBIE.  
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 In lieu of the NZGA Conference being cancelled 

in 2020 the opportunity was taken to honour 

Gerald’s life time achievements for NZ pastoral 

agriculture in front of his work colleagues and 

acquaintances in Wellington.  This turned out to 

be an excellent initiative which trustees will 

consider repeating for other awardees in the 

future when appropriate.  

NZGT Activities 

The Trust provided $10 000 sponsorship  support 

for the successful NZGA Pasture Resilience 

Symposium, held in Cambridge in May 2021. 

The pasture species booklet is in the process of 

being refreshed, and the Trust has offered to 

share in the costs of production and then with 

NZGA share in the profits from sales.  

Deric Charlton is writing on a history of  NZGA/NZGT personnel and characters. An electronic 

version would be made available on the NZ Grassland Trust portal on the NZGA website. 

Financial Position 

The Trust has investments in a balanced portfolio of New Zealand and overseas funds and 

shares. This investment is managed on the Trust’s behalf by Forsyth Barr.  At the end of June 

2021, the market value of the investments was $785 882  compared with $695 884, and equity 

was $667 494  compared with $605 968, at the same time last year. Net earnings for the year, 

largely from interest and dividends, were $97 558 providing a profit of $61 526 after expenses.   

NZ Grassland Trust current financial portfolio is a specific conservative financial package that 

has financial regulations that allows up to a maximum of 45% of the portfolio to be equites. 

This is currently at its maximum. The portfolio in bonds and interest is due for renewal and 

currently cannot be changed to equities; so may limit future income. A subcommittee has been 

established to investigate if the Trust’s investments should be moved from a conservative to a 

balanced portfolio to generate wealth in the future. 

Appreciation 

Thanks to all Trustees who have contributed to the Trust’s affairs during the year and to Bruce 

Belgrave who continues to provide effective administrative support in his capacity as 

secretary/treasurer.  Current Trustees are - John Caradus, Errol Thom (Ellett Trust), Derek 

Woodfield, Anders Crofoot, David Stevens, Pat Garden, Jacqueline Rowarth and Alan Stewart. 

At our August 2020 AGM  Bryan Guy resigned as a Trustee. Many thanks go to Bryan for wise 

and thoughtful contributions over the 21 years he spent on the Trust, 10 years as Chair.  We 

appreciate Warren King’s attendance at Trust meetings representing the NZ Grassland 

Association.   


